April 27, 2009

proper and provides for their subse-
quent care for all service-connected in-
juries, visible and invisible.”

Given his previous interest in the
issue, I hope President Obama will
make H.R. 1701 a priority for his ad-
ministration.

I am very pleased to have Congress-
man GENE TAYLOR of Mississippi as
lead cosponsor of the bill, as well as
Congressman BILL PASCRELL and TODD
PLATTS, both cochairmen of the Con-
gressional Brain Injury Task Force. I
hope that many of my colleagues in the
House will join us as cosponsors of this
important legislation for our Nation’s
military heroes.

Before closing, Mr. Speaker, I would
like to ask God to please bless our men
and women in uniform; I would like to
ask God to please bless the families of
our men and women of uniform; and,
God, please bless the families who have
given a child dying in Afghanistan and
Iraq. And I close by asking God to con-
tinue to bless America.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

DURBAN II HATE-FEST IN GENEVA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
last week’s Durban II hate-fest in Ge-
neva reminded us once again of the
anti-Semitic, anti-Israel bias that per-
vades the United Nations, and rein-
forced why the United States and sev-
eral other responsible nations were
right to stay away.

Given what amounted to a keynote
speech, Iranian leader Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad reminded us of his re-
gime’s goals when he savagely at-
tacked the U.S. and Israel and called
for radical political and economic up-
heaval on his terms.

He added, ‘““World Zionism personifies
racism’ and said that Israel is a ‘‘to-
tally racist’ regime.

But such statements by Iran’s
Ahmadinejad come as no surprise. The
Iranian leader frequently pushes for
Israel’s destruction, saying that this
sovereign state should be wiped off the
map, calling it a disgraceful blot on the
face of the Islamic world and pro-
claiming that anyone who recognized
Israel will burn in the fire of the Is-
lamic nation’s fury.
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On May 8 of last year, he said Israel
is a ‘‘stinking corpse’ and is on its way
to total destruction. A few months
later, on August 20, he referred to
Israel as a ‘‘germ of corruption’ that
will be ‘‘removed soon.”

A year prior, on June 3, 2007,
Ahmadinejad stated, “With God’s help,
the countdown button for the destruc-
tion of [Israel] has been pushed.”

In October of 2005, he asked ‘‘Is it
possible for us to witness a world with-
out America and Zionism? You had
best know that this slogan and this
goal are attainable and, surely, can be
achieved.”

Mr. Speaker, his words and actions
do not merely reflect his own views or
those of a few powerless extremists,
but, rather, Iran’s supreme leader, for
example, said, ‘‘This cancerous tumor
of a state should be removed from the
region.”

Rafsanjani, the former Iranian leader
who continues to hold significant influ-
ence and who some mistakenly call a
moderate, has threatened Israel with
destruction by nuclear weapons, going
on to say that even the use of one nu-
clear bomb inside Israel will destroy
everything, while it will merely harm
the Islamic world. Ahmadinejad’s ha-
tred for Israel, for the Jewish people,
for the Great Satan, that is the United
States, for freedom, for democracy and
all that the United States and Israel
represent, transcends rhetoric into
policies and actions that threaten vital
U.S. security interests and pose an ex-
istential threat to Israel.

Foremost are Iran’s sponsorship of
violent Islamic groups and its pursuit
of nuclear, chemical, biological and
missile capabilities. Responsible na-
tions cannot accept the prospect of an
emboldened nuclear Iranian regime. We
must close loopholes in existing U.S.
and international sanctions so as to
deny the regime all remaining lifelines
and compel it to abandon its destruc-
tive policies.

Likewise, we must learn history’s
lesson that we will not achieve peace
by embracing Islamic militant groups
like the Iranian proxy Hamas, or by
recognizing a Palestinian Authority
government that includes Hamas.

The proposed supplemental, which
will be before the House in a few weeks,
would provide hundreds of millions of
dollars for assistance in Gaza. And this
would amount to a bailout for Hamas,
enabling them to divert their funds
from reconstruction to the purchasing
of arms.

We have tried unconditional funding
to an unaccountable Palestinian lead-
ership again and again, and it has not
worked. There is no reason to expect a
different outcome now.

Mr. Speaker, just today the Pales-
tinian Authority leader Abu Mazen
again refused to recognize Israel as a
Jewish state. But the proposed supple-
mental before us would allocate $200
million in additional direct cash trans-
fers to the Palestinian Authority.

In short, as we craft policy to protect
our Nation, we must reward those who
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stand with wus, compel those who
threaten us to change their course, and
demand accountability in exchange for
our hard-earned taxpayer dollars.
———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HUNTER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. ING-
LIS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. INGLIS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

FIRST 100 DAYS OF OBAMA
PRESIDENCY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CARTER) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, we cele-
brate today, shortly, I think in 2 days,
we celebrate 100 days of President
Obama’s Presidency. His rankings are
way up there, and we all respect him
on his first 100 days, but I am going to
talk about those 100 days because I
have a little bit different viewpoint
than others might. I highly respect the
man but, in turn, you can view the
world differently, and I certainly view
the world differently than Mr. Obama
and the majority party.

I am going to talk, and I hope I will
be joined by some of my colleagues, a
little bit about the way I look at the
last 100 days and actually farther back
than 100 days, the way I look at the
last 6 months of what’s going on in this
country and where we are going and
what concerns I have.

Now, I want to make it very clear
that I am not doing this to get on Ms.
NAPOLITANO’s hit list. I am just doing
this to express my opinion.

The first thing, when you start try-
ing to look at this new administration
and the direction we are taking the
country, you have got to start, I think,
with our foreign policy. And I think,
literally, the first thing or almost first
thing that the President of the United
States did when he became President of
the United States was to order the de-
tention facility at Guantanamo Bay to
be closed down and, of course, we are
now having the debate as to what we
are going to do with the prisoners that
were there.
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